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Vista  Historical Society 
                                                                                                                                
                651 – A  East Vista Way 

  Vista, CA  92085-1032 
      P.O. Box  1032   
      (760)   630-0444 
 

Published Bi-Monthly 
January 2007 
E-Mail: vhm67@sbcglobal.net 
Web http://geocities.com/
vistahistoricalmuseum 

PRESIDENTS MESSAGE 
 
Spring begins this month, as well as the time change, Hurrah 
 
Our Board has decided to meet at 1:P.M instead of 1:30 P.M. for our board meetings for a few months. Lots to 
do now that we will be moving out of our museum by the end of the year. 
 
Don't forget, we have our first General Meeting of 2007 on the 24th of this month. Brooks Cavanaugh will be 
presenting a program on the Vista Conservancy and its plans for the future. Please make sure to come to this 
most informative meeting. We will be serving light refreshments. The time will be at 1:30 P.M. at the Wild-
wood Community Center.  
There will be an update on the "Rancho Minerva" property at this meeting. 
 
Three Board members, Janice Klafehn, Richard Sepulveda, and Melinda Andersen have really taken hold 
when it comes to putting our museum together. All the Board members are hard working people and we all 
appreciate what they do to make our Museum one of the best in our County. 

 

         DAYS OF 49 SEE PAGE 5 
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MEMORIALS 
As of  March 17, 2007  

 
 

IN MEMORY OF PETE LUSARDI 
Edith Johnson 

Rosemary Conway 
Wayne Conway 

Susan and Ralph Medina 
Danny and Paula Conway   

 
 

IN MEMORY OF ORBEE MIHALEK 
Luz and Margarita Duran 

 
 

IN MEMORY OF ALICIA DURAN 
Luz and Margarita Duran 

 
 

IN MEMORY OF PEARL LAWRENCE 
Luz and Margarita Duran 

 
 

IN MEMORY OF ELLINOR SHINNER 
Luz and Margarita Duran 

Paul and Diane Eckert 
Paul V. L. Campo 

Jane Latimer 
Don and Eve Cole 

Emily Wight 
 
 

IN MEMORY OF BETTY GERKEN 
Luz and Margarita Duran 

Jean Bice 
Mary Lou Hayward 
Don and Eve Cole 

 
 

IN MEMORY OF RICHARD OLINGER 
Linden and Bette Burzell 

 
 
 

DONATIONS 
Luz and Margarita Duran 

 

WEBMASTER WANTED 
 

The Society is still looking for a volunteer to be in 
charge of making modifications to our Website.  
We have a website, but have no one with the necessary 
knowledge to keep it up to date.  
We also are planning to significantly update the Web 
Site, by an outside firm which will help increase our 
presence on the Web 
When the Website is up to date at all times, we will 
use it to advertise events, publish our newsletter to the 
non-Society public, and at some future date accept 
new memberships online. We will also display new 
exhibits and products at the Museum.  
The Webmaster will use museum files to create online 
displays. The Webmaster should have expertise with 
Website Design and Maintance.  
For more information, contact the Museum at 760-
630-0444 
 

SOCIETY NEWSLETTER AVAIL-
ABLE BY E MAIL SOON 

 
The Vista Historical Society Newsletter is  available 
by e-mail in the Adobe Acrobat format. The e-mail 
version of the newsletter is the same as the one re-
ceived by mail.  
 
The advantages of the e-mail version to the Society are 
the reduced cost of mailing and an easy expansion of 
our list of newsletter recipients. This will bring the 
Society to more peoples notice.  
 
The e-mail recipients  receive the newsletter sooner 
than by bulk mail. For the first few of e-mail newslet-
ters, we will also send a copy to make sure everyone is 
satisfied with the change.  
 
If you are interested in getting the e-mail version of 
the Newsletter, call the Museum at 760-630-0444. 
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MARCH GENERAL MEETING 
 

OF THE VISTA HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
 
 

SATURDAY MARCH 24, 2007 
1:30 P.M. 

 
WILDWOOD COMMUNITY CENTER 

651 EAST VISTA WAY 
NEXT TO THE MUSEUM 

 
PRESENTATION BY  

 
BROOKS CAVANAUGH OF THE VISTA CONSERVANCY 

PLUS 
MUSEUM MOVE UPDATE 

 
REFRESHMENTS WILL BE PROVIDED 

 
BE SURE TO BRING A FRIEND OR TWO 

 
FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL THE MUSEUM  

AT 760-630-0444 
  

WEDNESDAY– SATURDAY 10:00 A.M.– 3:00 P.M. 
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NOTE FROM JANICE KLAFEHN 
 
 
In one of our recent newsletters Diane told you about the activity I have undertaken to auto-
matic the museum.   We have purchased museum software called “PastPerfect.  Some of the 
features are: Catalog up to one million catalog records, Catalog archives, art, archaeology, ge-
ology, historic objects, library materials, music collections, natural history, oral histories, and 
photographs, handles accessions, cataloging, loans in, loans out, exhibits, condition reporting, 
and repatriation, allows Research and Reports for all of our data and many many more.   It al-
lows us to store images of our collections as well as maintain a history of our donations, mem-
bers, donors, etc.    
 
I have just completed three days of training on this software and if I must say so for my self I 
am becoming one heck of an “Archivist”.  I have learned an awful lot about museum processes 
and methods.   One of the neat features is a way to maintain bios on all of our members, donors 
and local families.   I would greatly appreciate it if you have the time to complete a bio on you 
and your family.  The following is a screen shot of the kind of data we are looking for. 
 
 

 

Automating our museum at this time is essential especially with our pending move. 
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FROM THE VISTA PRESS THURSDAY  
MAY  13, 1937 

DAYS OF '49 
The Days of 49 was an annual Vista celebra-
tion held in April or May from 1932-1939. The 
event was started as a fundraiser for The 
American Legion and was sponsored by them. 
The celebration became more elaborate as time 
went on. Included were a parade, beard contest 
and other events. Everyone, even the parade 
audience, dressed in western garb. 
The event attained regional significance with 
an attendance of over 10, 000 in some years, 
an amount of people  greater than the local 
population  In 1937,  Leo Carrillo, a local resi-
dent and well known film star was declared as 
Vista's Mayor as part of the Days . The Carrillo 
Ranch House, his home, is now a City Park in 
Carlsbad. The success of the Days of '49 was 
its undoing. In 1940, The American Legion 
dropped the event, because of the effort needed 
to put it on. 

FROM THE VISTA PRESS 
THURSDAY  APRIL  7, 1932 
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                                                       DAYS OF 49 1932-1939 

     
     DAYS OF 49 PARADE 1932 
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                                                       DAYS OF 49 1932-1939 
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 DAYS OF 49 1932-1939 

                      MAYOR LEO CARRILLO 
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THELMA SPEED HUSTON EVENT 
The Vista Art Foundation, 127 Main Street, is holding a fund raising Gala displaying the art of nationally 
known Vista artist Thelma Speed Huston (1914-2000). The event includes two watercolors that the  
Vista Historical Society received from the estate of Emily Sexsmith. 
The following biography is from the “History of Vista printed in 1982 

THELMA SPEED HUSTON  
This portrait of Thelma Speed 
Huston is taken from the Vista Art 
Foundation Website For more infor-
mation contact Dorothy Jaques at 
760-724-2829 
djaquesart@yahoo.com  

SOCIETY 2007 EVENTS 
The Vista Historical Society calendar of events 
for after the March meeting is as follows 
 
Date to be determined Annual Meeting 
7/28/07 General Meeting-Steak Fry  
9/15/07 Downtown Dinner VII 
12/9/07 Christmas Tea 
 
The actual date of the Annual Meeting and 
Dinner Downtown is uncertain.  Since the 
Wildwood Community Center will be out of 
service after June 2007 , so the location of the 
Christmas Tea is uncertain.   
The July General Meeting and Steak Fry will 
be held at David Larkin's home. The location 
of the Dinner Downtown will be  on South Cit-
rus Ave, the same as last year. 
The Board of Directors meets the Third 
Wednesday of the month except for December 
when there is no meeting. 
 

SAN DIEGO ARCHAEOLOGICAL 
CENTER EVENT 

Annemarie Cox of The San Diego Archaeo-
logical Center recently announced that 
The San Diego Archaeological Center located 
at 16666 San Pasqual Valley Road Escondido 
 will host a flintknapping workshop on Satur-
day, April 14, 2007 from 10am to 2pm. Partici-
pants ages 12 and older can learn to make 
stone tools using methods thousands of years 
old. 
Dr. Timothy Gross, Principal Archaeologist for 
Affinis will lead the workshop. 
Dr. Gross will share his comparative collection 
of replicated lithic tools and discuss 
some of the actual ancient stone tools in the 
Center’s vast collections. 
For more information, call 760-291-0370 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fr i  Sat  

  
 

 
 

 
 

1 
Marita  
Allen 
 

2 
Ann 
Wanczak 
10-12:30 

3 
Diane Eckert 
 
 

4 
Museum Closed 

5 
Museum Closed 

6 
Museum Closed 

7 
Marge 
Cosh 
 

8 
Al Beck 
 
 

9 
Frances Horak 
 
 

10 
Betty Baker 
10-12:30 
Patricia 

11 
Museum Closed 
 

12 
Museum Closed 

12 
Museum Closed 

14 
Jean Bice 
Marylou 
Hayward 

15 
Edith  
Johnson 
10-12:30 

16 
Rosemary 
Conway 
 

17 
Janice  
Klafehn 

18 
Museum Closed 

19 
Museum Closed 

19 
Museum Closed 

21 
Board Meeting 
Al Beck 
 

22 
Eva Cole 

23 
Melinda  
Andersen 
 

24 
Betty Baker 
10-12:30 
Patricia 

25 
Museum Closed 

26 
Museum Closed 

27 
Museum Closed 

28 
Richard  
Sepulveda 

29 
 

30 
 

31 
Lois 
Cavalier 
Patricia 

       

VISTA HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
VOLUNTEER SCHEDULE 

MARCH 2007 
 

   
                                          HOW TO READ THE SCHEDULE  
THE MUSEUM IS OPEN 10 AM TO 3 PM WEDNESDAY THROUGH SATURDAY. ON THE DAYS THAT THE MUSEUM IS 
OPEN, THE TIME THAT THE VOLUNTEER S WORK ARE LISTED ON EACH DATE. IF YOU WISH TO VOLUNTEER PLEASE 
CALL MARY LOU HAYWARD AT 724-4586 IF YOU ARE LISTED BUT CAN NOT WORK PLEASE CALL 
MARY LOU OR THE MUSEUM 630-0444 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fr i  Sat  

1 
Museum Closed 

2 
Museum Closed 
 
 

3 
Museum Closed 
 
 

4 
Marge 
Cosh 
 

5 
Marita  
Allen 
 

6 
Ann 
Wanczak 
10-12:30 

7 
Diane Eckert 
Patricia 
 

8 
Museum Closed 

9 
Museum Closed 

10 
Museum Closed 

11 
Jean Bice 
Marylou 
Hayward 

12 
Al Beck 
 
 

13 
Frances Horak 
 
 

14 
Betty Baker 
10-12:30 
Patricia 

15 
Museum Closed 
 

16 
Museum Closed 

17 
Museum Closed 

18 
Board Meeting 
Al Beck 
 

19 
Edith  
Johnson 
10-12:30 

20 
Rosemary 
Conway 
 

21 
Janice  
Klafehn 
Patricia 

22 
Museum Closed 

23 
Museum Closed 

24 
Museum Closed 

25 
Richard  
Sepulveda 
 

26 
Eva Cole 

27 
Melinda  
Andersen 
 

28 
Betty Baker 
10-12:30 
Patricia 

29 
Museum Closed 

30 
Museum Closed 

   
 

 
 

 

       

VISTA HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
VOLUNTEER SCHEDULE 

APRIL 2007 
 

   
                                          HOW TO READ THE SCHEDULE  
THE MUSEUM IS OPEN 10 AM TO 3 PM WEDNESDAY THROUGH SATURDAY. ON THE DAYS THAT THE MUSEUM IS 
OPEN, THE TIME THAT THE VOLUNTEER S WORK ARE LISTED ON EACH DATE. IF YOU WISH TO VOLUNTEER PLEASE 
CALL MARY LOU HAYWARD AT 724-4586 IF YOU ARE LISTED BUT CAN NOT WORK PLEASE CALL 
MARY LOU OR THE MUSEUM 630-0444 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fr i  Sat  

  
 

1 
Museum Closed 

2 
Marge 
Cosh 

3 
Marita  
Allen 
 

4 
Ann 
Wanczak 
10-12:30 

5 
Patricia 
 
 

6 
Museum Closed 

7 
Museum Closed 

8 
Museum Closed 

9 
Jean Bice 
Marylou 
Hayward 

10 
Al Beck 
 
 

11 
Frances Horak 
 
 

12 
Betty Baker 
10-12:30 
Patricia 

13 
Museum Closed 
 

14 
Museum Closed 

15 
Museum Closed 

16 
Board Meeting 
Al Beck 
 

17 
Edith  
Johnson 
10-12:30 

18 
Rosemary 
Conway 
 

19 
Janice  
Klafehn 
Patricia 

20 
Museum Closed 

21 
Museum Closed 

22 
Museum Closed 

23 
Richard  
Sepulveda 
 

24 
Eva Cole 

25 
Melinda  
Andersen 
 

26 
Betty Baker 
10-12:30 
Patricia 

27 
Museum Closed 

28 
Museum Closed 

29 
Museum Closed 

30 
 

31 
 

 
 

 

       

VISTA HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
VOLUNTEER SCHEDULE 

MAY 2007 
 

   
                                          HOW TO READ THE SCHEDULE  
THE MUSEUM IS OPEN 10 AM TO 3 PM WEDNESDAY THROUGH SATURDAY. ON THE DAYS THAT THE MUSEUM IS 
OPEN, THE TIME THAT THE VOLUNTEER S WORK ARE LISTED ON EACH DATE. IF YOU WISH TO VOLUNTEER PLEASE 
CALL MARY LOU HAYWARD AT 724-4586 IF YOU ARE LISTED BUT CAN NOT WORK PLEASE CALL 
MARY LOU OR THE MUSEUM 630-0444 
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WANTED 
 

     MUSEUM VOLUNTEERS 
 
  
 

� Serve one day (5 hours) a month (more if possible) 
� Museum hours: Wednesday-Saturday 10 AM-3 PM 

(1/2-day shifts are also needed)  
 

� Shifts are scheduled each month by the Volunteer 
Chairperson (at present Mary Lou Hayward) 
� Days can be flexible and vary from month to 

month, at the volunteers’ convenience. 
“Stand-by” subs are also needed. 
� Museum volunteers: 
� Meet and greet visitors 
� Assist Museum Director (Jack Larimer) as 

needed; 
� Help with mailings, answer phone, cataloging, 

researching, etc. 
� Computer knowledge is helpful, but not neces-

sary. 
� Offsite work is also available.  
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PROGRAMS AVAILABLE 
 
The Women in History program is available for presentation on request for schools clubs and other organiza-
tions. In addition, other presentations can be customized to fit your needs. For more information, call the 
Museum at 760-630-0444. 

NON-PROFIT ORG 
 U.S. POSTAGE 

        PAID 
PERMIT NO. 148 
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Museum Hours 
10 A.M. to 3 P.M. 
 
  WEDNESDAY 
          TO 
   SATURDAY 

 

MUSEUM AVAILABLE FOR TOURS 
AND MEETINGS 

 Tours of The Vista Historical Museum can be 
scheduled outside of normal Museum hours. In 
addition, the Museum is available for meetings 
for small groups. For more information, contact 
the Museum at 760-630-0444 

SPECIAL TOURS  
CAN  

BE ARRANGED  
CALL 

 
760-630-0444 

 

The next newsletter will be published  in May 2007. Please submit articles  
by April 15,  2007 
 

 


